Mark Outline

Part I. Prologue: Witness to the Coming One (1:1-8)
	1. what the story is about 
2. “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ…”
a not a biography of Jesus’ life (early years are missing, no “character” development) 
b. but a story of God intervening in history, 
			the transformation of the world through Jesus the Messiah.
	3. Jesus connected to Old Testament prophets (1:2)
	4. witness coming out of wilderness (chaos to order, rebirth, region of demons)


Part II. Ministry of Jesus (Around Galilee, 1:9-8:21)    What kind of kingdom?
A. Transition (1:9-15)
	1. from Galilee (1:9) to Galilee (1:14) are the “bookends”
	2. baptism, testing, proclaiming:
		Is Jesus receiving authority from god, maturing by testing, starting mission of salvation.
	3. “gospel” in 1:15 completes the story cycle from 1:1 that introduces the story 
B. Calling Companions (1:16-20)
	1. gathering witnesses to Jesus
	2. beginning the training of apostles who become the church
	3. all heroes have companions, typical storytelling element
C. A Day in the Life of Jesus (1:21-39)
	1. what the kingdom of God is like: teaching, authority, evicting unclean spirits, healing, restoring, 
praying, preaching
	2. a sort of “overture” of themes that will develop later
D. Cleansing a Leper (1:40-45)
	1. “… what Moses commanded…,” indicates that Jesus is a faithful Jew and not starting a sect
	2. sets the stage for 2:1-3:6 when Jesus’ identity as faithful Jew is challenged
	3. “Moved with anger…” Jesus heals (1:41), according to some manuscripts
		a. perhaps anger at injustice and unrighteousness of leprosy threatening God’s kingdom
		b. perhaps foretelling conflict to come in next section and at end of the story
E. Conflict with Authorities (2:1-3:6) 
•  Five episodes of escalating conflict. 
• Joy of the kingdom in Jesus’ presence has at its heart Jesus’ death (2:20). 

	1. Healing with forgiving (2:1-12)
		• Jesus has divine authority to forgive sins and thus to heal also.
• “authority on earth” (2:10), kingdom 

		2. Eating with tax collectors and sinners (2:12-17)
			• Jesus exhibits kingdom behavior of inclusion

			3. Kingdom of God coming with Jesus is a new age (2:18-22)
				• 2:18-19, presence of Jesus overrules religious tradition
				▸ 2:20, ominously alluding to Jesus’ death
				• 2:21-22, presence of Jesus bursts religious tradition

		4. Eating with disciples on Sabbath (2:23-27)
			• Jesus exhibits kingdom behavior like that of David (1 Sam. 21:1-6)

	5. Healing on Sabbath (3:1-6)
		• again anger in midst of healing (3:5)

F. At the Sea (3:7-12) Transition to next section, summarizing first section, “You are the Son of God.”
G. Authority Expressed (3:13-6:13)
	1. Twelve called in (3:13-19)
		2. Jesus misunderstood by his own family (3:21,31-35)
			3. Teaching by parables (4:1-34)
				• 4:1-2 “…he taught them many things in parables…”
				• 4:33-36 “With many such parables…”
			4. Mighty acts (4:35-5:43)
		5. Jesus misunderstood by his own townsmen (6:1-6)
	6. Twelve sent out (6:6b-13)
		• apprenticeship training with reflection (6:30)
		• disciples practice the very same things Jesus did

H. John the Baptists’ Passion (6:14-29)
	• Story moves from distant villages in 6:6 to instantly thrust into political center of region (6:14). 
	• Reminds us this is a world where prophets are killed by the wicked.
	• Casting out demons and healing the sick in 6:13 causes alarm for the powerful in 6:14.
	• The “flashback” of John’s death, 6:17-29, ominously intimates Jesus’ passion.

I. Feeding 5000 Jews (6:30-44) and Walking on Water (6:45-52)
	• Apostles return (not disciples). Apostles are sent. Disciples follow.
	• Twelve disciples return to report and reflect on what they had done (reflexive learning.)
	• Jesus blesses, breaks and gives bread (6:41), hinting at Last Supper (14:22).
	• Twelve baskets for the 12 tribes of Israel.
	• Crowds pressing in on disciples (6:31) so after people are fed, disciples can rest.
	• Jesus remains behind for Sabbath time.
	• Water crossing difficult. Jesus came walking on the sea. 
		“He meant to pass them by.” Why would he pass them by?
	• “Do not fear. It is I.” God is present in our fearful times.
	• Disciples do not understand walking on water and about the loaves (6:51-52)
		because their “hearts were hardened.” 
		Do we also not understand these things because our own hearts are hard?

J. Healing and Ruling on Food (6:53-7:23)
	• Again in Galilee, crowds pressed upon them and Jesus heals.
	• But Pharisees attack by questioning their ritual cleanness. (7:5).
	• Public debate with leaders (7:1-13) followed by private instruction for followers (7:14-23).

K. Ministry to Gentiles (7:24-8:10)
	• Point clearly made, “region of Tyre and Sidon … a Greek, a Syrophoenician by birth…”
	• “three days” (8:2) alluding to resurrection, which is for Gentiles as well as Jews.
	• Feeding of 4000 Gentiles. Seven loaves, seven baskets, the ritual number for Gentiles.
	• Jesus gave thanks, broke and gave (8:6). 
	• “went to the district of Dalmanutha,” that is, returned to Galilee, ending the Gentile section.

L. End of Galilean Ministry (8:11-21)
	• Again Pharisees argue with Jesus. Jesus bit frustrated with same old fight (8:12).
		Their request for a sign is rejected, for Jesus had already gone over it all with them.
		How long do we continue to argue and get nowhere?
	• Getting into the boat and departing, again shifts the story.
	• “forgot to bring loaves (enough) and they had only one loaf…” (8:14)
		In other words, not enough for each of them to have separate meals, separate fellowship.
	• Jesus reminds them of enough for 5,000 Jews and for 4,000 Gentiles. So enough for them also. 
Part III. Teachings of Jesus (On the road to Jerusalem , 8:22-10:52) 
Who is the king?
Series: healing, Jesus predicting his passion, disciples responding inappropriately. 

A. Opening of eyes (understanding) (8:22-9:13)	to Galilee
	1. Blind man healed, 8:22-26
	2. Jesus predicts his passion, 8:27-31
		• Opens the issue with “Who do people say that I am?”
		• Answers with one who will suffer, die and rise again.
	3. Peter attempts to “correct” Jesus, 8:32-33
	4. Jesus speaks to the multitude, 8:34-9:1
		• Only disciples are with him, thus the “multitude” are the listeners to this gospel!
		• Original listeners are Christians in Rome under Nero, who in 64 AD blamed Christians 
for the conflagration that destroyed much of Rome. A historian at the time wrote 
that Nero had Christians fastened to crosses, and when night fell had them 
burned to serve as lamps. 
	5. Jesus’ identity is revealed by God, 9:2-13
		• In 9:9 told why the secrecy so far: until the resurrection can interpret Jesus.

B. Explaining the kingdom (9:14-10:45)	through Galilee
	1. Expelling spirit, 9:14-29
	2. Jesus predicts his passion, 9:30-32
	3. Disciples arguing who is greatest, 9:33-37
	4. Jesus teaches on relationships:
		• the vulnerable, 9:36-37
		• other disciples, 9:38-41, irony that Jesus’ closest followers unable (9:17-18)
		• little ones, 9:42
		• self, 9:43-50
		• wives, 10:1-12
		• children, 10:13-16
		• possessions, 10:17-31
	5. “Who can be saved?” 10:26, is the whole point of this gospel.

C. Explaining what it means to be a disciples of Jesus (10:32-45)	closing in on Jerusalem
	1. (Healing concludes the section.)
	2. Jesus predicts his passion, 10:32-34
	3. James and John ask for highly inappropriate favors, 10:35-39
	4. Jesus teaches what it means to follow him, 10:39-45
	5. Key to the Gospel of Mark, 10:45, 
		• 8:31, first passion prediction, Jesus says he “must” suffer and die.
		• 9:31, second prediction, Jesus says he “will” die.
		• 10:32-45, third prediction, Jesus gives the reason for his passion, 
i.e. “to give his life as a ransom for many.” See 14:22-24.
	6. Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, is healed, 10:46-10:52
		• a town away from Jerusalem
		• Twice B. calls him “Son of David,” looking forward to the entry into Jerusalem.
		• Concludes teaching on Jesus coming to serve and give his life.
		• Healing with a word, Jesus demonstrates the truth of his teaching.





Part IV. Passion of Jesus (Around Jerusalem, 11:1-15:41)
	• Verb tenses switch to present, which puts the listeners in the middle of the action!
	• Jesus at the edge of Jerusalem

A. Ministry in Jerusalem (11:1-12:37)
	1. Entry into Jerusalem, 11:1-11
		• Recalling David’s entry in 2 Samuel 5.
		• But as king of peace, referencing Zechariah 9:9.
		• Reconnoiters “the battle field” prior to action, 11:11
	2. Temple prediction, 11:12-26
		a. His first act is cleansing the Temple, alluding to its demise. 
		b. Barren fig tree cursed, 11:12-14
			c. Cleanses the Temple, 11:15-19
				• no longer a house of prayer
				• but disciples themselves will be the “house of prayer”
		d. Barren fig tree interpreted, 11:20-26
	3. Witnesses to Jesus, 11:27-12:12
		a. “By what authority?” 11:27-33
			• listeners know from Transfiguration, 9:2-13
		b. God’s action, 12:1-9
			• listeners know the owner is God, the servants are the prophets, 
the heir is Jesus, and the tenants are those who kill Jesus
c. References to scripture, 12:10-12
			• Psalm 118:22-23
		• Chief priests and scribes are afraid of the crowds, 11:32, 12:12
	4. Three attempts to convict and Jesus’ rebuttal, 12:13-37
		a. Pious Pharisees and worldly Herodians try to trap on taxes, 12:13-15
		b. Sadducees try to trip him up on theology, 12:16-27
			• 12:26-27, if God is God of Abraham, is God a god of the dead?, but if God is 
a God of the living, then Abraham must be alive, i.e. resurrected!
		c. Scribes try to get Jesus to take a stand and thus divide his followers, 12:28-34
		d. Jesus’ rebuttal, 12:35-37
			 • Messiah is not a descendant of David, but of God. 
	 • Section begins with Jesus’ entry as Son of David, but even that title is not enough.

B. Farewell Discourse (12:38-13:37)
	1. Story transition, 12:28-40
	2. Lesson on commitment, 12:41-44
		 • just warned about those who devour widows’ houses
		 • she gives to that which exploits her, what sense is that?, 
		 • why does Jesus commend her?
	3. Temple destruction predicted, 13:1-8
	4. Practical instruction for enduring persecution, 13:9-13
	5. Jesus prepares his disciples for his leaving, 13:14-37
		 • Disintegration of the community is a danger
		 • Jesus’ example itself will be an inspiration
		 • Gives information the disciples will need to endure
		 • Gives a vision of the future
	6. Narrator turns to the audience and speaks Jesus’ words, 13:37!
		 • Listeners to the story are addressed personally!



C. Passion (14:1-15:41)
	1. Setting the stage, 14:1-11
		a. Plots to kill Jesus, 14:1-2
			b. Woman annoints Jesus the King and Messiah, 14:3-9
		c. Plans to kill Jesus, 14:10-11
	2. Passion narrative, 14:12-15:39
		a. Preparation for the Passover, when God delivers God’s people, 14:12-16
		b. Passover transformed to Communion, 14:17-31
		c. First watch, betrayal, 14:32-52
			 • “Watches” are military hours for guarding the camp at night.
			 • Gethsemane prayer
			 • Judas’ betrayal
			 • Naked man escapes, 14:51-52, 
symbolizes our escape from death?
could be humble notation of the gospel writer himself!
		d. Second watch, religious/local leaders conduct trial, 14:53-72
			 • Peter’s denial
		e. Third watch, political/foreign leaders conduct trial, 15:1-15
		f. Crucifixion, 15:16-39
			 • military might overpowers the King
			 • Jesus’ kingship referenced 6 times in 15:1-32
			 • Disciples have fled, no longer can serve witness to Jesus
			 • A military officer recognizes and declares truth, 15:39
			 • Before, only God could declare Jesus as Son of God (1:11), 
but now an ordinary person can also confess it.
	3. Women witnesses, 15:40-41
		• Woman witnesses at beginning of passion narrative
		• And now women stand witness at the end
		• Contrasts men disciples’ absence


[bookmark: _GoBack]Part V. Epilogue: Witness to the Crucified and Rise One (15:42-16:8)
	• The story’s hero is buried and the narration ends.
	• Women faithful to the end, now also are afraid and flee, disobeying the command “to tell.”
	• Disciples are to return to Galilee where the journey all started (1:9). 
	• Listeners left to complete the story. Hope and victory occurs through our lives.
	• Someone had to have told because we are hearing it now!
	• As the story was narrated, listeners were drawn in and made part of the drama, 
so that now we are inescapably the continuation of the story.

	• 16:9-20 was not included in the earliest manuscripts of the gospel. The ending was added by 
later copiers. 










Outline taken from Christopher Bryan, A Preface to Mark: Notes on the Gospel In Its Literary and Cultural Settings (Oxford University Press, 1993). 
