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Religious Giving 

By fundamentally improving how well Memorial 

Lutheran Church is equipped to do its ongoing 
ministry the Endowment Fund may be able to make 
things happen that are not otherwise possible 
through the day-to-day giving of our congregation.   
This can enable our church to teach and apply 
Godʼs Word to others, demonstrate our Christian 
Values to our community, and welcome people as 
they make their journey in faith. 
 

Charitable Giving 

The tradition of charitable giving is as old as 

Lutheranism itself.  When the church was formed,  
Martin Luther called upon people to establish a 
common chest from which food, clothing and other 
necessities could be distributed to people in need.  
Many of these become ongoing and self-renewing 
efforts, such as the Lutheran Social Service or the St 
Croix Valley Outreach food bank. 
 

Educational Giving 

The Endowment Fund can help with expenses 

faced by students of the faith as they attend an 
accredited religious college or seminary.  By doing 
so Memorial Lutheran Church is able to promote and 
inspire the future leaders of our Christian faith.   

For More Information - 
 

For more information on how you can request funds 

from the Memorial Lutheran Church Endowment 

Fund, call us at 651-436-1138 or check our web site 

at : 

 
www.memoriallutheran.org 
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The Memorial Lutheran Church of Afton has 
established an Endowment Fund to focus 
the donations and gifts of its members, 
friends of the congregation, organizations, 
corporations and others.  
 
The Endowment Fund Committee is 
charged with the responsibility to wisely 
apply its funds for religious, charitable or 
educational purposes.  That is done by 
giving grants and awards on an annual 
basis for well-considered ideas and 
proposals from people like you. 
 
By using only its earnings and limiting itself 
to no more than 5% of the total balance the 
Fund is able to continue and provide a 
permanent source of annual awards to 
support the churchʼs Christian values. 
 
The Endowment Fund Committee is elected 
by the congregational council to serve as 
stewards and administrators of the Fund 
and its awards. 

Award Rules 
 
The Fund has been entrusted by Memorial Lutheran 
Church to provide funds for Religious, Charitable or 
Educational purposes and has given the Fund bylaws that 
call for those funds to be used for things beyond the day-
to-day operating budget of the Church. 
 
Each year the Fund makes awards from its long-term 
investment gains, up to 5% of its total value. 
 
Applications  The application form calls for you, the 
requester, to describe how your idea can best meet the 
long term goals of this Fund.  We welcome your ideas that 
allow the Church, as the body of Christ, to expand its 
Religious, Charitable or Education effect on our 
congregation or in the greater community we serve. 
 
The Endowment Fund committee is charged with the 
decision-making authority to decide among the many 
award applications that it might receive.  The committee 
may negotiate with the requester and may apply 
conditions or limitations to the award in order to be even 
more focused on the Fundʼs purpose.  
  
Deadline  Grant requests must be submitted by Mar 
31st.  The Endowment committee meets with you and 
reviews your project to ensure it meets all of the Fundʼs 
goals and limits.   
 
The Endowment Fund Committee prioritizes your request 
and, if awarded, recommends your grant to the Church 
Congregational Council who must give the final approval 
for any expenditures.  Decisions are generally completed 
in June and publicly announced in July. 
 
Application Forms While it is often revised or 
updated the most current version of Application Form is 
available through the church office (Monday thru 
Thursday, 9-3 pm), through the mail, any Fund Committee 
member, or over the Internet at  

 
www.memoriallutheran.org. 

 
The Application Form asks the requester to state specific 
dollar amounts and timetables and to describe, sometimes 
in great detail, the objectives and milestones involved with 
the idea.  The more concrete and definable these 
objectives are, the easier it is to make an award.  When an 
award is most likely to result in lasting value to Christianity 
and, therefore, to Memorial Lutheran Church, the decision 
becomes easy. 
 
Conditions and Limits  The Endowment 
Committee typically requires follow up to ensure the award 
is being used as it was intended.  That means you may be 
required to provide feedback after the money has been 
spent.  That may include photographs, testimonials, 
publications, etc. as well as a written confirmation by you, 
the requester, of the projectʼs outcome . 
 
Limitations exist on how the Endowment Fund can be 
spent and how much can be awarded in any given fiscal 
year.  The Endowment Committee must ensure the Fundʼs 
purposes are achieved as well as making certain the 
legacy of the Fund in the eyes of future donors is 
enhanced and proven to be worthy of their gifts. 
 
Competition  The Endowment Fund has only a 
limited amount of money available each year, and your 
request must be prioritized against all others.  The Values 
used by the Endowment Fund Committee in this process 
are announced each year in time for the Annual 
Congregational meeting when the Committee announces 
its calculation of available funds for the year. 


