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Your

WEDDING

AT

memorial 

lutheran 

church


marriage and the church

Congratulations!  You are planning to be married, to enter into a relationship, which God has created and wishes to bless.  It is the church’s prayer, as well as your desire, that this be a life-giving relationship filled with joy and love.

What is the relationship between marriage and the church?  Marriage, as an institution, does not belong exclusively to the church, but to all humanity.  It is a social contract, governed by the state, which people legally enter into, and, therefore, ought to carryout with sincerity and responsibility.  Because Christian people have always understood that God, who created marriage in the beginning, desires sacredness and wholeness in this relationship, the church has taught that marriage is:

-a life-giving relationship, based on the promises and commitment between two people

-rooted in the love of God, which is both a source of strength and a model for how we love one another

-both, a place of great happiness, where human beings enjoy companionship and security, as well as a place of potential sadness, as broken and imperfect human beings fail to live-up to their hopes, dreams and promises.  In all this, God is lovingly present to bless, redeem and use marriage in the work of God’s Kingdom.

To be married in the church is to recognize that marriage, while an institution of the state, also involves God’s promises, intentions, and judgments.  The pastor is the person who legally witnesses your commitment (as a representative of the state), and as the one who discusses ahead of time with each couple God's design for marriage, the reality of life, brokenness, each couple’s readiness for such a commitment, as well as the details for the wedding ceremony.  Although there is great room for flexibility in the ceremony, the format used will be similar to that found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship.  This booklet is intended to offer information that may be helpful as you plan your wedding at Memorial Lutheran Church.  God bless you. . . together!

THE DATE

It is important to set a date and time for your wedding, as soon as possible, so that you have the greatest choice of openings at the church.  Since certain dates and times are unavailable, talk with the pastor to confirm your wedding date before making other plans.

THE PREPARATION SESSIONS

One or two pre-marital sessions are needed to adequately prepare for the wedding, the first session (usually when the date and time is confirmed) is a good time to ask questions and walk through this booklet to cover basic concerns.  Also, at this session each couple may take a PREPARE inventory (which costs $35), to be discussed at session two.  One hour should be set-aside for each session, and more sessions can be scheduled as needed.

Session two, usually held two to three weeks after taking PREPARE, is when further questions, details and arrangements can be discussed, as well as the ‘results’ of the inventory.  A third session is planned, if needed, closer to the wedding.

THE LICENSE

In the State of Minnesota a wedding license must be obtained at least five days prior to the wedding (and not more than six months.)  Check with the county license bureau for information and costs, as these vary from time to time and place to place.  The license should be brought to the wedding, along with the wedding fees, as discussed with the pastor.

THE CHURCH MUSICIAN and VOCALISTS

As soon as a date and time have been set, plan to meet with the church organist to begin thinking about the musical aspects of your wedding.  By scheduling an early meeting with the church musician, type of music, soloists, and any special arrangements can be discussed and put in place.  While flexibility and creativity is encouraged, the organist does have the final say as to the “appropriateness” of any given music.  We ask that you be respectful of his/her professional integrity and work cooperatively with him/her.  

We recommend using Memorial’s musicians whenever possible as they are familiar with the order of service and how things are done at Memorial.  Outside soloists are welcome if the couple chooses.  All of this can be arranged when you meet to discuss your plans.

THE WEDDING REHEARSAL

Usually a rehearsal is held the evening prior to the wedding to walk through the ceremony and insure that everything is in order.  Ushers are encouraged to be present and learn about their responsibilities; parents and family, as well as ushers, can benefit by being present and learning their parts.  The rehearsal lasts approximately one hour, and ought to be scheduled to accommodate as many as possible involved in the rehearsal. 

Reminder:  Please bring your printed program (if you have one) to the rehearsal.

THE ATTENDANTS AND USHERS

In addition to the maid/matron of honor and best man, most couples choose to have additional attendants to stand up for them.  While there is no limit, more than six attendants on each side becomes awkward.  For most weddings two ushers are sufficient, however, four ushers are preferred.  If junior attendants, ring bearers or flower girls are chosen, you may wish to select children who can reasonably handle the tasks.

PRINTED PROGRAMS

Many couples decide to have the order of service and participants printed in a program, to be distributed to those in attendance at the wedding.  You should plan to have such a program printed well in advance of the wedding day, thus avoiding any last minute stress due to changes or printing problems.  The church does not print wedding programs.  The pastor will discuss with each couple the exact order of the service, as well as proof the copy before it goes to press, hopefully eliminating any unnecessary errors or typos.  The order of service (on the next page) is recommended, yet particular parts may vary with a given wedding.

ALSO NOTE. . .


+  Smoking is not allowed in the church building


+  Alcoholic beverages are not permitted on the church premises


+  Rice and birdseed are not to be thrown 

+ Flash pictures are not to be taken during the ceremony


+  Video can be recorded after consultation with the pastor

SUMMARY OF CHARGES








       Check payable to:



  Active   Connected  Non-Member

__  Facility  
  $150.00     $200.00        $600.00      (Memorial Lutheran Church)

__  Wedding Coordinator
  
$150.00
      

__  Pre-Marital Evaluation
$  35.00
      (PREPARE)

__  Organist/Pianist

$175.00
      

__   Clergy



$350.00
       ($450 for necessary travel)

__   Vocalist (if requested)

$100.00 – $150.00

Please bring the necessary checks/fees to the wedding rehearsal in envelopes clearly marked for each person.  The pastor will see that the fees get to the appropriate persons.

ORDER OF SERVICE


Prelude

Processional

Invocation-Prayer

Declaration of Intent

Scripture Readings

*(Musical selection)

Meditation

*(Musical selection)

Exchange of Vows

Exchange of Rings

Blessing

Unity Candle (if used)

*(Musical selection)

Benediction

Introduction of Couple

Postlude

VOWS

Traditional Vows:  “I, _____________, take you, _____________, to be my wife/husband, to have and to hold from this day forward, in joy and in sorrow, in plenty and in want, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until till death us do part.”

Alternate Vows:  “I take you, _____________, to be my wife/husband, and these things I promise:  I will be faithful to you and honest with you; I will respect and trust, help and care for you; I will share my life with you; I will forgive you, as we have been forgiven; through the best and the worst of what is to come, as long as we live.”

Alternate Vows:  “I take you, ____________, to be my wife/husband from this day forward, to join with you and share all that is to come, and I promise to be faithful to you until death parts us.

Memorial Lutheran Church of afton


15730 South Afton Boulevard 


Afton, mn 55001


(651) 436-1138


� HYPERLINK http://www.memoriallutheran.org ��www.memoriallutheran.org�


� HYPERLINK mailto:office@memoriallutheran.org ��office@memoriallutheran.org�











*Placement of music in the service depends on the number of pieces sung/played and the wedding couples preference.








